
To: 
From: 

Washburn, Ben[washburn.ben@epa.gov]; Bryan, David[Bryan.David@epa.gov] 
Carey, Curtis 

Sent: 
Subject: 

Mon 4/7/2014 9:27:25 PM 
Re: OPA Daily Digest 4/7/14 

From: Washburn, Ben 
Sent: Monday, April 7, 2014 5:23:58 PM 
To: Carey, Curtis; Bryan, David 

Subject: RE: OPA Daily Digest 4/7/14 

From: Carey, Curtis 
Sent: Monday, April 07, 2014 4:21 PM 
To: Washburn, Ben 
Subject: Re: OPA Daily Digest 4/7/14 
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From: Washburn, Ben 
Sent: Monday, April 7, 2014 4:57:44 PM 
Subject: OPA Daily Digest 4/7/14 

OPA Daily Digest for 4/7/14 

Congressional Inquiries: 

Sen. Mark Warner (Va.)- Letter- 3/27/14: Constituent concerns about the closing of the Doe Run Company in 
Herculaneum. Due: 4/7/14. Contact: LaTonya Sanders, 7555 (closed) 

State Government Inquiries: 

None 

Press Inquiries: 

RadWaste Monitor- Jeremy Dillon- 4/7/14: Questions about West Lake Landfill Site in Bridgeton, Mo. Contact: 
Chris Whitley, 7394 (closed) 

Environmental Stories: 

Wichita Eagle- KDHE identifies contaminant in 24 private wells in west Wichita- 4/5/14- The Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment has advised residents of 24 west Wichita homes to stop drinking their water 
after finding a dry-cleaning solvent in their private wells. ~'~~~====~-'-"-~~~~~~="'-

Hannibal Courier-Post (Mo.)- Household sewage found being dumped into city's storm water system- 4/4/14-
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Sewage issues that in some instances may have existed for a century will soon have to be corrected, according to 
officials with the city of Hannibal and Board of Public Works. 

Radio Iowa- Group supports EPA proposal for expanded regulation of waterways- 4/4/14- A group that 
works to fight pollution in the state, Enviromnent Iowa, is touting the support of small businesses and farmers for an 
Enviromnental Protection Agency proposal to give the federal govermnent regulatory authority over more 
waterways, including about 2 million miles of streams. ill!JQ.;.0':\Y'\~c.TI!£llillQ:\Yll~mL~l:±L!!'±f!l:l:Lgl:Ql!~illPPQ~:&t1Q: 

Quad-City Times- Muscatine activists provide relief for entire Q-C- 4/5/14- Four years of cmmnunity 
organizing by Clean Air Muscatine and litigation by the Iowa Attorney General led Muscatine's Grain Processing 
Corp. to a court-approved settlement that will curb air pollution that is hurting Muscatine families and our entire 
Quad-City region's economic development potential.=·~'-=~'·=~=."-="-~~="-="-~==~==="-="-=~=-

High Plains Journal (Kan.)- EPA draws praise, criticism for new clean water rule- 4/7/14- Depending on 
who you talk to, the Enviromnental Protection Agency's new proposal to clarity definitions under the Clean Water 
Act is either a long overdue and necessary regulation to protect our nation's water or one of the biggest federal land 
grabs in history. =~_:_:_~-=.j;'=="-'~'-='-~~"-=~~~~~~~~:=:_==~~~"-=~~~~=::=_ 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - Cement makers Holcim and Lafarge announce merger- 4/7/14 - Two of the world's 
largest suppliers of building materials announced plans for a "merger of equals" Monday that would create an 
industry giant with a combined 32 billion euros ($44 billion) in annual revenues. 

Newton Kansan (Kan.)- N. Newton wastewater project moves ahead- 4/6/14- As the city of Newton begins 
upgrades to its wastewater treatment plant, North Newton also is moving ahead with a wastewater project of its own­
the possible construction of its own treatment facility. 

Cedar Rapids Gazette (Iowa)- Webinar Focuses on Gully Soil Erosion - 4/5/16 - Rick Cruse, Iowa State 
University agronomy professor, is part of research efforts that are more clearly identifying soil erosion that occurs in 
ephemeral gullies-- the small gullies formed by water runoff that are typically tilled shut by farm operations. 
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Wichita Eagle- City Council to hear study on options for future water supply- 4/5/14- The Wichita City 
Council will get its first look on Tuesday at what the city's water supply future might look like. 

Midwest Energy News - In defeat for ALEC, Kansas lawmakers pass net metering plan - 4/07/14 - Kansas 
lawmakers on Thursday passed a compromise plan that would preserve net metering in the state, handing another 
defeat to a conservative group seeking to repeal the state's renewable energy laws. 

Insurance Journal- Scientists Warn: Prepare Now for Next Nuclear Plant Accident- 4/6/14- Three major 
atomic accidents in 35 years are forcing the world's nuclear industry to stop imagining it can prevent more 
catastrophes and to focus instead on how to contain them. 

Hays Daily News (Kan.) - Opinion: Why Renewable Fuel Standard matters - 4/7/14 - When it comes to 
developing alternatives to fossil fuels and foreign oil, should the United States move forward or backward? That's 
the issue before the federal Environmental Protection Administration as it decides whether to reverse its proposal to 
reduce the amount ofbiofuels that must be blended into the nation's motor fuel supply. 

Wichita Eagle- City report's water options include rate hike, storage wells, water reuse- 4/7/14- Wichita 
officials will roll out options for the city's water future on Tuesday -options that will increase water bills but should 
protect the city against severe drought through 2060. ="-=~~~===-=-=~~~~~~~~~~."-=~ 

Wichita Eagle (blog)- Moran read Koch's commentary into congressional record- 4/6/14- Charles Koch, in a 
Wall Street Journal commentary last week, explained his free-market beliefs and political involvement was read into 
the congressional record by Sen. Jerry Moran. ="-=~======c.=_~~~~~'-'-'-=-'-=-'-'-=="-=~'"'-

The Energy Collective- New EPA Reports on Fracking Waste Don't Go Far Enough - 4/6/14 - U.S. EPA just 
released two new reports on the waste generated by oil and gas exploration and production, including fracking. 

News max - States Fighting Back Against EPA Wood Stove Regulations - 4/5/14 - An Obama administration 
plan to limit emissions on new wood-powered heaters is sparking complaints from lawmakers in rural states who 
say the requirements will have a bad impact on their constituents who depend on the stoves to heat their homes. 
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Communities Digital News- Are EPA approved levels of glyphosate residue in our foods too high?- 4/6/14-
Acceptable levels of glyphosate residue found in fruits and vegetables have been increased by The Enviromnental 
Protection Agency (EPA). 

Washington Times- Clean-air rules and junk science at the Environmental Protection Agency- 4/4/14- the 
mercury risks were hugely overblown, and the proclaimed dangers from fine particulates were contradicted by 
EPA's own illegal experiments on human test subjects. =:'"-=~~~=~=~~=~~"-==~~~~~=~ 

Washington Post- A frightening map of where Kerr-McGee polluted- 4/5/14- On Thursday, the Justice 
Department announced the biggest enviromnental settlement in history with Anadarko Petroleum, reaching a $5.15 
billion deal to clean up dozens of sites across the United States and compensate more than 7,000 people living with 
the effects of the contamination. ~=~~~==,====-"'-'-=~=~"'-'-~-'-'-"''-=~~~=-:~=-=~~'-

Greenwire- 15 GOP senators take issue with legal basis for CWA proposal- 4/4/14- Fifteen Senate 
Republicans, including U.S. Senator Deb. Fischer of Nebraska, in a letter yesterday to U.S. EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy argued that the agency is using the wrong legal justification for a major water regulation proposed last 
week.~.=~~~~~~~~~~~~~'-'-~~~~ 

Associated Press- Lawmakers Push EPA for More Time on Water Rule- 4/4/14- Industry groups and more 
than a dozen GOP senators are urging the Obama administration to reconsider plans to regulate many of the nation's 
streams and wetlands, saying the proposed rule hurts economic activity and oversteps legal bounds. 

New York Times- To Strike at Kochs, Democrats Revive Tactic That Hurt Romney- 4/5/14- After months of 
wincing in the face of negative ads funded by the industrialists David and Charles Koch, Democrats believe they 
have finally found a way to fight back. =~~~=cL====~~~~=~=~=-'="-=~c:=_=='"-

NPR- Feds Hope $5 Billion Settlement A Lesson For Polluters- 4/5/14- This week, the federal government 
announced a record-breaking $5 billion settlement in a remarkable enviromnental case. The toxic legacy of the 
company involved, Kerr-McGee, stretches back 85 years and includes scores of sites across the country. 
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Greenwire- EPA seeks a higher-tech solution for distributing info- 4/4/14- U.S. EPA hopes to make pesticide 
labels available via the Internet in an effort to make information easier to understand and update. 

Greenwire- EPA, oil industry to square off in court over 2013 RFS- 4/4/14- U.S. EPA will defend its 2013 
targets for renewable fuels in court Monday against oil industry trade groups and a refinery owned by Delta Air 
Lines Inc.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Greenwire- Obama admin's bid for regulatory 'certainty' baffles farm interests- 4/4/14- U.S. EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy unveiled a major Clean Water Act rule proposal last week by emphasizing it would 
provide "certainty" to industries and individuals whose work encroaches on wetlands and streams. 

Fox News- Shuster: US needs fair regulation of water, not folly of Obama's imperial powergrab- 4/4/14-
Last week the Obama administration released a proposal that could lengthen the already long arm of federal 
agencies, including the Enviromnental Protection Agency (EPA), into the affairs of practically every U.S. business, 
farmer, landowner, and local and state govermnent. ~~-"'-~~~==~=-"-=~~~~~~~~=-=-"-'-

Gateway.org - EPA carbon regulations in Missouri (audio) - 4/4/14 - State Sen Brad Lager introduces bill saying 
EPA has clearly lost their bearing on what needs to be done and states should be the regulatory authority. 

Fox News- Obama administration faces backlash on proposed wood stove regulations- 4/5/14- A federal 
proposal requiring more efficiency from wood-burning stoves has ignited a debate between the Obama 
administration and lawmakers who oppose the new regulations, arguing the rules impose an unfair burden on people 

in remote areas. ~.~_::_~~~==~~:=:c="-=~~~~'-"=='-='====~=:.:=_~=="-"=--'"-==~~ 

Buffington Post- Wind Power Has Cut U.S. Carbon Dioxide Emissions By 4.4 Percent: Report- 4/4/14- The 
growth of wind power in the United States is putting a significant dent in emissions, according to a forthcoming 
report from the American Wind Energy Association. ~.~_::_~-=c~=c==~==-=~~~~~=-=~'-'-

National journal (blog)- Should The Wind Production Tax Credit Be Revived?- 4/7/14- Is the renewable­
energy production tax credit past its prime, or should it be given new life on Capitol Hill? 
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Rolling Stone- 5 Recent Underreported Environmental Disasters- 4/7/14- In the last twelve months, a rash of 
devastating oil, coal ash and chemical incidents have highlighted how extreme environmental degradation is now 
standard practice. Here are some of the worst.~.~~~~~=~~""'-'~~~~~~~~='-"-~~'-"'"'~~ 

The Hill- EPA pledges flexibility for states in power plant rule - 4/7/14 - Enviromnental Protection Agency head 
Gina McCarthy sought to reassure state energy regulators Monday that the upcoming rule to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions from existing power plants would give states a great deal of flexibility. ~.~~~~~~~~~~~=-

Brownfield Ag News- Vilsack defends EPA water rule- 4/7/14- Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack is 
defending the proposed EPA rule relating to the Clean Water Act. "I think we still have conversation to work 
through-and I think it's very easy for people to get stirred up about a regulation," Vilsack says. 

BNA- EPA Maintains Clean Water Act Authority To Write TMDL Plans for Impaired Waters- 4/4/14- The 
Enviromnental Protection Agency has told an appellate court that the Clean Water Act has authorized it to set a total 
maximum daily load plan to restore impaired waters when states are unable to meet their obligations. 

BNA- Congressional Appropriators Told to Reject SRF Cuts- 4/4/14- A coalition of the nation's mayors, 
cities, counties, state enviromnental and water agencies and national wastewater and drinking water groups wrote 
individually to House and Senate appropriators, urging them to reject the cuts the Obama administration is 
proposing for the state revolving funds in fiscal year 2015. 

BNA- Pollution Prevention Roundtable to Hold Webinar- 4/4/14- The National Pollution Prevention 
Roundtable will hold a webinar April 9 on how to use an Enviromnental Protection Agency pollution prevention 
search tool. 

BNA- Industry Challenges EPA's Inclusion Of Carbon Injection Under Solid Waste Rules- 4/4/14- Industry 
groups are suing the Enviromnental Protection Agency over a final rule that excludes carbon dioxide that is captured 
from industrial and utility sources and then sequestered underground from federal hazardous waste regulations but 
not from solid waste rules. 
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BNA- Heavy-Duty Truck Rule Lacked Peer Review, Should be Vacated, Trucking Groups Contend- 4/4/14-
A rule setting joint greenhouse gas emissions limits and fuel economy standards for medium- and heavy-duty 

trucks should be vacated because federal agencies failed to conduct proper peer review. 

BNA - Senate Could Address Expansion, Phaseout of Tax Credits, Wyden Says - 4/4/14 - Sen. Ron Wyden (D­
Ore.) has raised the possibility of expanding an investment tax credit favored by solar developers and phasing out a 
production tax credit used by wind farm developers in future tax reform legislation. 

BNA - Regulators Say Pace of Federal Permitting Has Been Increasing for Oil, Gas Development- 4/4/14 -
Federal regulators of onshore and offshore energy production told Congress April4 they are making progress on 
expediting the leasing process for oil and natural gas exploration. 

BNA- U.S. Concerned UN May Overstate Cost of Fighting Climate Change- 4/4/14- The Obama 
administration is concerned that a crucial United Nations report on climate science may be too harsh in assessing the 
cost of fighting global warming. 

Inside EPA- GOP Presses EPA To Codify Narrow 'Scalia' Test In CWA Jurisdiction Rule- 4/4/14- A group 
of GOP senators is urging EPA to codify the narrow test crafted by Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia for 
determining whether waters are subject to the Clean Water Act (CWA). ~.~~~="'~~"-'-'--"-"'""-"~~ 

Inside EPA- EPA's SRF Cuts Draw Criticism But Open Door To New Water Funding Pilot- 4/4/14- EPA is 
drawing bipartisan criticism over its proposal to cut its state revolving funds (SRFs) in fiscal year 2015, but a key 
House appropriator says the move could ease Congress' path as lawmakers weigh alternate funding approaches. 

Inside EPA- Senators Narrow Spill Bill's Reach, Allowing For Broad Bipartisan Deal- 4/7/14- The Senate 
enviromnent committee has unanimously approved a bill creating a new EPA drinking water law program to prevent 
chemical releases from above-ground storage tanks. ~!'~~~~~~~~,~~~J-=.!~I~~~-"~~~~~~"'~ 
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Inside EPA - EPA Plan To Expand CW A Permit Waivers For Farms Fails To Quell Concerns - 4/7/14 - The 
Obama administration's just-released plan for exempting dozens of agricultural practices from Clean Water Act 
(CW A) pennit requirements, released alongside its proposed rule clarifYing the law's reach over smaller waters, is 
doing little to quell concerns from farm groups that are leading efforts to block the regulatory package. 

Inside EPA- API Sues Over RCRA CCS Waiver- 4/4/14- The American Petroleum Institute (API) has filed suit 
over EPA's Resource Conservation & Recovery Act (RCRA) rule excluding carbon capture and sequestration (CCS) 
projects from strict hazardous waste rules. ill!Nmlw;!~l2SLI:;Q!~~_'i\_l~~l:!J!IQ_':I:±L!~'2:1:llil:f!LLlli~}2Li;J&:.::llilJY@IJ'!: 

Inside EPA- EPA IG Evaluating Hazardous Waste Landfill Risks- 4/4/14- EPA's Inspector General (IG) is 
launching an evaluation into whether the agency or states have any safeguards for controlling enviromnental and 
other risks at hazardous waste landfills beyond the 30-year post-closure period. 

Inside EPA- EPA's CWA Rule May Defeat 'Facial' Suits But Key Terms Face Challenges- 4/4/14- Industry 
and other critics of EPA's recently released proposal for clarifying the reach of the Clean Water Act (CW A) say the 
measure appears likely to only overcome "facial" challenges alleging constitutional or statutory violations. 

Inside EPA -With Appeal On Hold, North Carolina Suit Marks New Test For CAFO Permits - 4/7/14 - A 
North Carolina fann is asking a federal district court to block state regulators from permitting air emissions from 
livestock operations under the Clean Water Act (CWA), opening a new legal front on the issue just as a landmark 
appellate case that had been expected to test the issue is delayed as the court grapples with procedural questions. 

Press Releases: 

None 
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Fact Sheets: 

None 

Upcoming Administrator/RA Events: 

* New additions noted with an asterisk 

4/21/14- Region 7 Senior Management Retreat, Kansas City, Mo. Contact: Luetta Flournoy, 7653 

4/22/14- Sprint Waste Wise Event, Overland Park, Kan. Contact: Kris Lancaster, 7557 

4/22/14- Interview with KSHB-TV, Kansas City, Mo. Contact: Kris Lancaster, 7557 

4/29/14- Waters of the U.S. Outreach Event- Washburn University, Topeka. Kan. Contact: Kris Lancaster 7557 

4/30/14- Regional Tribal Operations Committee, Lawrence, Kan. Contact: Heather Hamilton, 7039 

4/30/14- Westar Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, Topeka, Kan. Contact: Rebecca Weber, 7487 

5/1/14- Waters of the U.S. Outreach Event- University of Missouri, Columbia, Mo. Contact: Kris Lancaster 7557 

5/1/14- Meet with Missouri Department of Agriculture Director, Richard Fordyce, Columbia, Mo. Contact: 
Damon Frizzell, 7560 

5/5-6/14- Waters of the U.S. Outreach Event- Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa. Contact: Kris Lancaster 7557 
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5/12/14- Meet with ICCI Representatives, Des Moines, Iowa. Contact: Dave Cozad, 7587 

5/12-13/14- Waters of the U.S. Outreach Event- University of Lincoln, Lincoln, Neb. Contact: Kris Lancaster 
7557 

5/20-21/14- Budget Planning Meeting, Washington, D.C. Contact: Julia Cacho, 7071 

6/5/14- Incident Command System Training, Regional Office. Contact: Cecilia Tapia, 7733 

6/24-25/14- Four State Directors Meeting, Nebraska City, Neb. Contact: Wendy Lubbe, 7551 

7/21-22/14- Budget Forum, Washington, D.C. Contact: Julia Cacho, 7071 

DRA: 

4/21/14- Region 7 Senior Management Retreat, Kansas City, Mo. Contact: Luetta Flournoy, 7653 

5/20-21/14- Budget Planning Meeting, Washington, D.C. Contact: Julia Cacho, 7071 

6/24-25/14- Four State Directors Meeting, Nebraska City, Neb. Contact: Wendy Lubbe, 7551 

7/21-22/14- Budget Forum, Washington, D.C. Contact: Julia Cacho, 7071 

RA/Immediate Office 
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None 

Other Events 

AWMD 

None 

CNSL 

None 

ECO/EJ 

*4/25/14- Delaware Ridge Elementary School Earth Day Event, Kansas City, Kan. Contact: Althea Moses, 7649 

ENSV 

None 

PLMG 

None 

RA/OPA 

9/29-30/14- Healthy School Outreach, Missouri School Plant Managers' Association Conference, Four Seasons, 
Lake of the Ozarks, Mo. Contact: Kathleen Fenton, 7874 and Harry Diesel, 7382 

SUPR 

None 

WWPD 
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4/8-9/14-4 State TMDL Meeting at RO, Lenexa, Kan. Contacts: John DeLashmit, 7821, Debby White, 7886 

4/15-16/14- Kansas Induced Seismicity Stakeholder Meeting, Wichita, Kan. Contact: David Garrett, 7798 

4/15-16/14-4 State Program Meetings for Non-Point Source, Source Water Protection, and Drinking Water at RO, 
Lenexa, Kan. Contacts: Mary Mindrup, 7431, Ken Deason, 7585 

4/28-5/4/14- Toxic Substances and Control Act Case Development to EPA Regions 1-4 Case Management 
Officers, Washington, DC. Contact: Maria Morey, 7079 

5/5-8/14- Enviromnental Leaders Institute State I Tribal I EPA Training Workshop, Shepherdstown, W.Va. 
Contact: Tabatha Adkins, 7128 

5/12-16/14- National Total Maximum Daily Load/Measures and 303(d) Listing Conference, Denver, Co. Contacts: 
Tabatha Adkins, 7128, Bruce Perkins, 7067, Debby White, 7886 
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